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As the nature of conflict evolves, new questions are being asked about how individual safety and the 
rights of civilians are affected. Who is responsible for protecting the human right to bodily integrity 
in a globalised world? How is the transformation of warfare in the technological, political and 
strategic realms affecting the individual rights of civilians and combatants? From implications of just 
war theory in civil conflicts like Syria to the gendered elements of ethnic cleansing such as the 
Rohingya crisis, the inherently public dimension of the human body as an element of socialisation 
and political life has become a central theme in international relations scholarship and practice. 
Given the increasing prominence of the human rights regime and its associated institutions, the 
tension between human security and state interests raises the question of responsibility and 
obligation within an increasingly complex international system. The theme section of STAIR’s 
February 2019 issue will delve into this topic, and is looking for contributions related but not limited 
to the following subtopics: 
  

v State and non-state actor conduct in warfare: the role of proportionality in war and the 
protection of physical integrity rights through the lens of just war theory; the impact of 
drone strikes on the physical security of civilians in war zones; the rise of private military 
contractors and non-state armies 

 
v Sexual and gender-based violence: identifying the causal factors of rape in warfare; 

addressing sexual violence against men in armed conflict; an analysis of the treatment of 
women in militant organizations 

 
v Responsibility to protect and international law: state responsibility and accountability in the 

protection of bodily integrity rights; issues of physical security for refugees and other 
displaced peoples 

  
This issue of STAIR seeks to demonstrate the connections between the political, legal, strategic, and 
ethical facets of the topic. We welcome submissions across different disciplines, such as 
international relations, law, political science, political theory, economics and political economy, area 
studies, sociology, and anthropology, as well as more humanities-centred fields such as literature and 
pop cultural theories. 
  
Please submit your contribution to Giuseppe Spatafora (giuseppe.spatafora@politics.ox.ac.uk), CC’d 
to Katherine Mann (katherine.mann@politics.ox.ac.uk), Lucy Song (lucy.song@politics.ox.ac.uk), 
and Julia Vassileva (julia.vassileva@politics.ox.ac.uk). For more details regarding submission 
procedures and the style guide, please consult: http://www.stairjournal.com/notes-for-contributors  


