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Once largely overlooked by international relations scholars, international law has become 

increasingly prominent within the discipline in recent years. Challenges to the international 

legal order are incredibly diverse, ranging from issues of state compliance to normative 

questions of legitimacy. The defection of major states such as the United States and China from 

international trade and environmental agreements, as well as disregard for the rulings of 

international courts, has raised questions about the role of international law when it conflicts 

with great power preferences. Meanwhile, states from the Global South raise persistent 

questions of fairness within multilateral institutions from below. Clashes between domestic 

and international law, debates concerning the democratic legitimacy of international 

governance regimes and increasing fragmentation, and populist responses to globalisation have 

made it more necessary than ever to re-examine the role of international law in global politics.  

 

International law addresses many questions that are at the heart of international relations: the 

relationship between the state and multilateral institutions, the role of private sector in the 

distribution of power, and normative questions of justice and equity. The field is however 

particularly susceptible to disciplinary blinders, with legal positivists, rational institutionalists, 

normative theorists, and scholars of international order often influencing in separate spheres. 

Dialogue between different paradigms is essential to address the role of international law in a 

globalizing world. This issue of STAIR seeks to bring together these disparate narratives to 

demonstrate the connections between the challenges faced by international law in the current 

system. We welcome submissions across different disciplines, such as international relations, 

law, political science, political theory, economics and political economy, area studies, 

sociology, and anthropology. 

      

Papers may address, without being limited to, the following: 

• International relations theory and international law 

• Clashes between municipal law and international law 

• Sovereignty and national policy autonomy under international legal regimes 

• Democratic and legitimacy challenges to global governance structures 

• Informal governance and the role of non-state actors 

• Critical outlooks on international law 

 

Please submit your contributions to Tuuli-Anna Huikuri (tuuli-

anna.huikuri@nuffield.ox.ac.uk) and Yuan Yi Zhu (yuanyi.zhu@politics.ox.ac.uk). For more 

details regarding submission procedures and the style guide, please consult 

http://www.stairjournal.com/notes-for-contributors. 
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